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Greetings to My AP Literature Class of the 2021-2022 School Year! 

Welcome to your Senior year! What adventures lay ahead of you as you embark on your final journey of 
high school. I am so excited to teach all of you, and am certainly looking forward to seeing all that you will 
accomplish in AP Literature and Composition in the upcoming school year. Your school year piggybacks off of 
what is certainly the strangest school ending of my career; let’s plan to start this one off a little more neatly   

 So, what should you expect from a university-level English class? Well, you can expect, of course, to do 
plenty of reading and writing—to the tune of 60ish pages a week--but don’t run for the hills yet! In my class you 
can expect to really “hear” literary works. You can expect to find pieces of yourself in the lives of the characters 
you will encounter. You will have the ability to challenge yourselves, your opinions, and your interpretations, for 
it is through challenges that we grow. You can expect to mature, to act, to speak, and even color in this class--
sometimes. Through the written word, students, we will make bright and beautiful things happen within the four 
walls of our classroom. It’s going to be awesome, y’all!  

 While I expect you to take these next couple months and enjoy your summer and time off in the sunshine, I 
will require you to do a summer assignment; you will find your summer assignment on the next page. It is due on 
the first day of class. I should go ahead and warn you that I do not take late work; therefore, make sure you get it 
taken care of. As college-level thinkers, I will hold you to those standards in terms of your work ethic and 
accountability. Make these assignments AWESOME! I want to see YOU and your unique voice in all the work 
you produce; remember that this assignment is the first impression I will have of you—I expect excellence.  

 I’ll end this informative letter with a little quote to guide you through your summer. It’s by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson—he’s one of my faves   

“All of life is an experiment; the more experiments you make, the better.” 

Can’t wait to start teaching you!!  

Until August 17th, or whenever this course takes place,  

Mrs. Harrison 

 

Summer 2020 Assignments 

Books to Read: 

-The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

-The Road by Cormac McCarthy 

 

 

 

 



Assignment 1: The Handmaid’s Tale 
 
This novel has always been one of my absolute favorites to read; I think it speaks highly of a culture that values 
gender over work ethic and inner strength; it also speaks to some of the themes our nation is currently living. 
Please note that this course is a university-level course; this book is tough in terms of writing style and content 
within it; if you have questions—reach out! Once you’ve read it… 
 
Please create for me some kind of visual for this novel; it can take many forms. 
Some ideas may be: 

● Making a 3D model of a character from the novel. These should be textually accurate, meaning that if the 
novel says a character has brown eyes, the model should reflect that. Along with this model should be a 
one-page write up that discusses the purpose of this character in the novel as whole; what was Atwood’s 
purpose in including them? What themes/symbols/messages do they connect with? Be thorough. 

● A grab bag containing 8-10 items that depict key messages, themes, or points of the novel. Each item 
should have a typed description explaining why it serves as an important factor in the novel. 

● Filming a trailer for a movie version of the novel; this should be edited and be at least 2 minutes long. 
● Anything else that is visual in some way. 

 
I am open to other possibilities for your assignment. While this visual should be more in-depth and analytical than 
a book poster, if you would like to run an idea by me, feel free to email me at maegan.harrison@cravenk12.org. 
 

Assignment 2: The Road 
This novel pairs nicely with The Handmaid’s Tale for a few reasons, but mainly I think it focuses on the male 
perspective of the world post-apocalypse. I love the way it juxtaposes the plot points of The Handmaid’s Tale, 
which is written through the lens of a female narrator. It can be a little graphic at parts and the author’s writing 
style is quite unique, so if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
For this novel, you are going to write a well-developed essay about one of the themes in the novel. Discuss 
instances in the book where this theme is portrayed, along with quotes from the text that illustrate the impact of the 
theme on the text. This essay should track even the evolution of the theme across the text. Remember! This is my 
first impression of your writing ability—do your best! This essay needs to be at least 3 pages in length. Do not 
merely summarize the plot; I want analysis. 
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